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contribution to the spiritual life of the nation and
humanity. The connection between the collective
existence of the Jews and religion gives that existence
a special religious value. Their history and their
present existence show the reality and power of
religion.

The question is sometimes asked: Since there are
nowadays many Christians who hold beliefs not very
different from those held by most Jews, why do the
Jews persist in maintaining their identity? The
implication is that they could become Christians
without changing their beliefs in any important
particulars. We may well doubt that. It is like
the mistake of those who want to convert Jews to
Christianity but allow the converts, and even en-
courage them, to continue observing the ceremonials
of Judaism, Obviously that involves a contradiction.
Those Jews who believe in strict observance of the
Jewish traditional ceremonials do so because they are
commanded in the Law, and they believe that<c Salva-
tion is through the Law ". The obvious divergence
from Christianity is not removed, but only concealed,
by calling these ceremonials national customs!
Similarly a Jew does not become a Christian by
calling himself one. Between Orthodox Jews and
Orthodox Christians there are obviously important
differences. Between Jews who have given up the